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Annuities and Relief. The consequence of inflation is 
that more dollars must be granted if the necessities are to be 
had by the retired ministers and their dependents. . . . The 
only source of the more dollars with which to supplement in- 
adequate annuities is from the fund of Ministerial Relief. 


Christian Education. The vigor and quality of John Knox 
Press is reflected in the number and character of books published 
in recent years. .. . No books published by our denomination 
have met with such an enthusiastic reception and received as 
many favorable criticisms as have the first five volumes of the 
“Laymen’s Bible Commentary.” Universal approval of the 
contents of the books was not expected. What was sought, and 
what has been done in these first five volumes, was to present 
scholarly, scriptural interpretations of the Word of God in 
language laymen can understand. Those who use them in an 
honest study are finding them to be effective aids in interpreta- 
tion. 


Church Extension. There are many disturbing signs (in 
our national life). . . . In such a time the church dare not 
become a debating society arguing her own orthodoxy, or a 
social club of like-minded persons. . . . It is time for a re- 
dedication of ourselves and a new dedication of our resources 
to “the extension of the gospel of Christ in all its fullness in 
the United States.” 


Women’s Work. Women-of-the-Church are recognizing 
the changing status of women as more and more enter the 
ranks of the employed. There is a decided trend toward more 
night circles. Only in the larger churches do we find more 
than 25 on circle rolls. In these smaller circles the attendance 
and participation show a decided advance. 


World Missions. Missions are seeking to encourage the 
national churches to greater responsibility and self-reliance, 
not simply to relieve the missionary budgets of financial strain, 
but to foster a wholesome growth in Christian stewardship as 
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a necessary element of the development of the church in spirit- 
ual grace and maturity. 


Montreat. The 1959 General Assembly requested the 
Montreat board of directors to amend its program policy so as 
to assure the Assembly’s boards and agencies that they shall 
have complete control over their conferences held in Montreat. 
This amendment has been made effective. 


Presbyterian Foundation. God has blessed our people 
with abundant material possessions, enough not only to care 
for their families and loved ones, but to make generous pro- 
vision for the work of the church in the various areas of their 
responsibility and concern. 


P. S. C. E. Year after year this Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education applies itself to the difficult task of seek- 
ing to know how best to help the churches supply their needs 
for full-time lay men and women when the demands so far 
exceed the supply. Of course, the school can only prepare those 
whom the local churches send for preparation. There are many 
churches in our General Assembly which have never produced 
a man or woman for any full-time church vocation. 


Survey. Circulation of “The Presbyterian Survey” has 
“soared beyond our expectations. . . . The figure is still rising 
with an indication that average monthly circulation may hit 
230,000 during 1960.” 


Stillman College. More applications for enrollment were 
received and more rejected this year than in the history of the 
college. All dormitory space is filled and the number of class- 
rooms is completely inadequate for the increased enrollment. 
Therefore, progress brings its problems. 


TRAV. The tragedy of our television situation now is that 
at a time when the television industry is hard put to provide 
a better fare, we, the church, have little to offer. 











Letters to the Editors 





In South Dakota There Is Criticism Too 





March 21 Issue 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your March 21 issue... . was the first I 
had seen of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
and I would fain tell you I was enthu- 
siastic. Mr. McDabbs I had encountered 
before in other publications and I found 
him highly readable, as always. 

Mr. Wilson’s letter to Dr. deKretzer I 
found interesting, and, indeed, it hit the 
nail, on the side of the head. I agree that 
fingers of accusation ought not to divide 
us, North and South, or otherwise, but 
I say let the fingers point where they will, 
for in this way we shall better be ap- 
prised of a mote here and a beam there. 
As a physician I will attest that it is 
easier to see and to remove a thorn from 
someone else than it is to do the same to 
oneself. Therefore, let no one move to 
silence the voices of criticism, for left to 
ourselves we might not get around to the 
criticism, much less the correcting. 

In South Dakota we have a way to go 
in creating equal opportunity and treat- 
ment for our Indian population. Outsiders 
accuse us freely, and we say, “Yes! It’s 
true! We apologize for it, but we’re trying, 
and we would welcome your help in cor- 
recting it!” 

Let accusations be made in love and 
understanding, if it is possible. If those 
factors can’t be included, let the accusa- 
tions be made anyway. By washing each 
other’s feet we should be able to advance 
in appreciation of each other, and perhaps 
the love and understanding could then find 
more fertile ground to grow in. 

Also, let no one be deceived by admoni- 
tions such as—‘“First you must cure your 
own disease before you are allowed to 
criticize.” Not so at all. Our best course 
here is to attack all areas of disease at 
once, though it may spread us out pretty 
thin. 

We in this portion of the South (South 
Dakota) admit to our share of human 
cussedness, but we are grateful that our 
law does not sanction or encourage it. 
Glad to help you folks whittle on your 
problem, while we hack away at our own. 

H. B. Munson, M.D. 
Rapid City, S. D. 


Call to Extremes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In the name of him who loved us, and 
redeemed us, and is ever living and in- 
terceding for us; who sent his Spirit to 
guide and comfort us; I call on both 
extremes of this segregation-integration 
controversy to desist before the Body of 
Christ is rent asunder. 

In the heat of controversy the real 
spirit of Christ is being lost and his teach- 
ings forgotten. Halt! before it is too 
late. It may now be much later than you 
think. Have you forgotten those solemn 
vows to “study the peace unity and purity 
of the church?” Are you dead-set on divid- 
ing the people of God? The immutable 
God said, “These six things doth the 
Lord hate, yea, seven are an abomination 
to him, a proud look, and he that 
soweth discord among brethren” (Prov. 
6:16-19). To many of us it seems that 
both extremes must be hateful and abom- 
inable to God; and are causing the weak 
brother to stumble. Again our Lord said 
that we would do better with a millstone 


necklace in the depth of the sea (Matt. 
18:6) than for this to happen. 

Isaiah said that Jesus would come in 
tenderness (42:3) careful not to break 
a bruised reed, or quench a smoking wick. 
Christ has sent us as sheep among wolves, 
with instructions to be wise and harmless 
(Matt. 10:16). But this issue is packed 
with explosives which may wreck the 
church of the Living God. 

Along with Paul, I plead “that there be 
no schism in the body”; “that there be no 
divisions among you.” Peace and unity 
are being stretched to the breaking point. 
Envy, strife, and divisions are being 
generated. In God’s name, I beg you to 
cease. The harm may outweigh any pos- 
sible good. 

Ben. W. BAKER. 
Rosedale, Miss. 


Vacation Fund 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The Vacation Fund is probably unique 
among all benevolences of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U.S. It is not in any budget, 
prints no literature and is never the sub- 
ject of any program. Nevertheless, the 
Fund has been supported for almost fifty 
years in its quiet effort to help low-sal- 
aried ministers and other mission workers 
go away for brief periods of refreshment 
to one of our Presbyterian summer confer- 
ence grounds. No list of contributors or 
beneficiaries is ever published. Only God 
knows the blessing which comes to both 
groups. 

This is an invitation for you to send 
in your 1960 contribution. Gifts from in- 
dividuals and organizations usually range 
from five to two hundred dollars. Of 
course, any amount is appreciated. Except 
for one form letter going to a limited 
number of contributors, this is the only 
call that will be made for 1960. Gifts are 
already coming in and each one is appre- 
ciated. 

Any reader who desires to have a part 
in such a ministry as this may make his 
check payable to “The Vacation Fund” 
and mail it to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, 
3ox 358, Montreat, North Carolina. 

P. D. MiLuer, Executive Secretary. 
Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, Ga. 


On Jackson Action 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

“The action of the Session of the First 
church, Jackson, Miss., as reported in THE 
OvutTLooK for March 28, is one of the most 
despicable ever. This action is not only 
an insult to a Christian seminary, it is 
the exercise of financial pressure to de- 
prive the institution of its freedom under 
God to develop according to its own Christ- 
ian conscience and its own sense of mis- 
sion to our troubled world. 

This action is nothing more or less than 
blackmail. We cannot think of anything 
but the words of Jesus himself, when we 
consider the base implications of this ac- 
tion, 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth 
the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee; how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, as a 
hen doth her brood under her wings, and 
ye would not! 

“Behold, your house is left unto you 


desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye 

shall not see me, until the time come 

when ye shall say, Blessed is he that 

cometh in the name of the Lord.”—Luke 

13 :34,35. 

RoserT D. DAFFIn. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

NOTE—Mr. Daffin is a Columbia Seminary 
graduate.—Eds. 
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SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


Appomattox—(M)* W. W. Glass, South 
Boston; James F. Merrin, Robert Ramsey, 
Edgar A. Woods, Lynchburg; (E)* Warren 
Cc. Fulton, Danville; T. J. McIlwaine, Farm- 
ville; N. Page Loftis, South Boston; Mat- 
thew Lyle, Keysville. 

Hanover—(M) Herbert M. McCallum, 
Chapel Hill, N. C.; Robert W. Simpson, Co- 
lonial Heights; Eugene C. Ensley, Hope- 
well; C. C. Gamble, Jr., John B. Boyd, E. 
T. Thompson, (E) William G. Hueston, T. 
Marshall Gordon, W. Monroe Wells, Rich- 
mond; Emmett J. Taylor, Fred Doeg, Hope- 
well; M. C. Alton, Ashland. 


Lexington—(M) Alfred G. Taylor, Char- 
lottesville; James Sprunt, Raymond F. 
Kepler, Staunton; Allen Jones, Steele's 
Tavern; Daniel D. Dickenson, Lexington; 
Richard P. Hayes, Craigsville; (E) J. M. 
Brownlee, Rockbridge 3aths; Jacob L. 
Johnson, Waynesboro; E. P. Reeves, Mt. 
Solon; L. A. Brunton, Charlottesville; Dr. 
taymond C. Dingledine, Harrisonburg; S. 
Mack Lotts, Jr., Raphine. 

Montgomery—(M) W. J. Miller, Martins- 
ville; J. L. Hayter, Jr., Fincastle; M. L. 
Simmons, J. A. Richs, (E) Blair Mitchell, 
Fred J. Avery, Roanoke; T. E. Lipes, Cov- 
ington; Harvey L. Dent, Radford. 

Norfolk—(M) John E. Johnson, Bayside; 
Ragland N. Fletcher, Hampton; Herbert L. 
Underwood, Newport News; R. H. Fer- 
nandez, Williamsburg; G. M. Apperson, Jr., 
Charlottesville; Herbert H. Flitton, (E) 
Karl C. Edwards, Joseph ¢. Nelson, K. L. 
MacLeod, Jr., Junius F. Overton, Norfolk; 
Robert M. Oldham, Accomac; Thomas L. 
Eure, Portsmouth. 


Potomac—(M) L. B. Colquitt, J. Randolph 
Taylor, Washington, D.C.; Barton L. Hell- 
muth, Ashburn; James A. Payne, Jr., An- 
nandale; Nelson F. Veise, (E) Carl M. 
Knobel, Baltimore; Dan I. McKeithen, 
Bethesda; Elmer M. Brown, Laurel; Willis 
D. Lawrence, Springfield; Edgar H. Zirkle. 
Arlington. 

Winchester—(M) David R. Holt, 2d, Mar- 
tinsburg, W. Va.; Carlyle A. McDonald, 
Charles Town, W. Va.; Robert M. Camp- 
bell, Piedmont, W. Va.; (BE) Edwin Miller 
Gerrardstown, W. Va.; Archie Fry, James 
Beam, Winchester, Va. 





SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Bluestone—(M) Arnold Mollette, Red 
Jacket; H. R. Gladney, Hico; (E) R. § 
Bowers, Pineville; D. B. Stevenson, Jr., 
Bradley. 

Greenbrier—(M) Warner DuBose, Jr., 
Elkins; A. B. Shiflet, Gap Mills; (E) Marion 
Shiflet, Union; A. G. Timberlake, Hinton. 

Kanawha—(M) A. D. Ellison, Jr. 
Charleston; Aubrey N. Brown, Jr., Edward 
S. Currie, Richmond, Va.; Paul J. Coblentz, 
Sherman, Texas; Vernon L. Fisher, (E) 
Chester P. Tinsley, Huntington; W. S&. 
Firebaugh, Eleanor; Roy S. Long, Mont- 
gomery; Virgil K. Casto, Charleston; Wil- 
mer S. Oyler, Alloy. 





*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 


*x* * * 


CHURCH PEOPLE must determine 

whether they are members of a country 
club that features “comfortable” sermons 
or participants in a ministry of reconcili- 
ation.—SpENcErR P. Austin, Disciples 
of Christ official. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
Inc,, 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 


Milton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








e THE MASSACHUSETTs state assembly 
defeated a bill calling for outright aboli- 
tion of the death penalty in that state by 
an 81-21 vote. .. . e GOVERNOR NELSON 
A. RoCKEFELLER’S program to ban racial 
and religious discrimination in private 
housing was defeated by a small bloc of 
Republican senators, led by Walter J. Ma- 
honey of Buffalo, N.Y. ...¢ Bitty Gra- 
HAM says there is still room in Africa 
for “thousands of missionaries.’ Mr. 
Graham predicted that he will be invited 
to conduct a religious campaign in the 
strife-torn Union of South Africa within 
two years. He said he will address only 
racially-mixed audiences when he does 
so.... @ THE UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 
or TEXAS is organizing through its local 
councils to fight obscenity by forming citi- 
zen’s committees consisting of religious 
and civic leaders... . @ IN MassacHu- 
SETTS representatives of five Protestant 
denominations are urging members of 
their churches to join the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and support the drive 
for lunch-counter integration in the South. 

.. @ Ir A RomMAN CaTHo ic voted for 
a Catholic candidate simply because of 
his religion and passed over a non-Catho- 
lic candidate he thought would make a 
better president, he would be guilty of 
sin, according to Redemptorist Father 
Francis J. Connell of Holy Redeemer 
College in Washington, D. C.... e Na- 
TIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Presi- 
dent Edwin T. Dahlberg has asserted, in 
a pastoral letter, that Negro student sit- 
in demonstrations against discrimination 
are “an expression of just and righteous 
indignation against laws and tradition 
that violate human personality.”. . . 
Ix Concorp, N. H., Willard Uphaus’ 
appeal from a 12-month sentence for con- 
tempt of court has been rejected by the 
New Hampshire Supreme Court... .@ IN 
Conway, Ark., trustees of Hendrix Col- 
lege, a Methodist institution, have voted 
to continue their policy of admitting 
white students only, despite a resolution 
by the Arkansas Methodist student move- 
ment urging immediate integration. .. . 
¢ IGNORING THE STAND taken by the Stu- 
dent Legislative Council for integration 
at Wake Forest College (N. C.), students 
at the Southern Baptist school voted 742- 
604 against the admission of Negroes. 
Faculty members are also to vote on the 
question. 


CCIA WARNS AGAINST 
TOO SIMPLE FORMULAS 


GENEvVA—A letter warning against 
“over-simplified formulas which could 
leave an unprepared world exposed to 
greater danger” has been sent to the heads 
of delegations of the Ten Power Commit- 
tee on Disarmament now meeting in 
Geneva, by the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. 

The committee, initially proposed at 
the Foreign Ministers’ Conference last 
summer, opened negotiations in Geneva. 
It includes five Western powers and five 
Communist powers. 

The CCIA letter urges the delegations 
to “unwavering effort in face of obstacles 
which may seem to be insuperable.” 

At the same time, it declares, “‘We are 
convinced that the current impasse will 
not be broken unless there is a readiness 
to take reasonable risks. While we recog- 
nize the basic importance of scientific 
and technical considerations, we also be- 
lieve that every proposal should be judged 
in terms of its potential contribution to 
mutual confidence.” 

The letter assures the delegations of 
the prayers of Christians that as a result 
of the conference “the fear of war may 
be dispelled and human resources directed 
to constructive ends.” It was signed by 
O. Frederick Nolde of New York, CCIA 
director. CCIA is a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the In- 
ternational Missionary Council. 

(EPS, Geneva) 





INHUMANITY 





—Carmack in The Christian Science Monitor. 


UPUSA Moderator Stresses 
Dignity of All Men 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. (rNs)—Arthur L. 
Miller, moderator of the United Presby- 
terian, USA, General Assembly told an 
interracial audience here that the dignity 
of man, be he Negro or white, must not be 
tampered with, “because he is the child 
of God.” 

He addressed the 10th annual meeting 
of the United Presbyterian Men of the 
Synod of Catawba, held at Johnson C. 
Smith University, a Negro institution. 

“A new day is dawning,” said the 
Denver, Colo., minister. “Certainly every- 
one in this great nation of ours ought 
to agree that every man has the right to 
make an honest living, the right to edu- 
cate his children in the best manner pos- 
sible, the right to own a good home, and 
the right to hold his head erect and not be 
looked upon as a second class citizen.” 

Dr. Miller made no specific reference 
to the current wave of student protests 
against lunch counter segregation in the 
South. He said later, however, that he 
did not “see why a man is any different 
sitting down from when he’s standing 
up.” 

At the same time, he said he thinks it 
is wrong “to point the finger at the South 
as if all (racial) problems exist there and 
nowhere else.” 

“T know,” he added, “that we have 
problems in the North as well.” 


Dahlberg Says Truth 
Is Above Freedom 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—Edwin T. 
Dahlberg of St. Louis, Mo., president of 
the National Council of Churches, told 
delegates to the White House Conference 
on Children and Youth here that it is a 
serious mistake to place freedom before 
truth. 

In a sermon delivered at the Lutheran 
Church of the Reformation for Protestant 
and Eastern Orthodox representatives to 
the conference, Dr. Dahlberg said, “We 
have persuaded ourselves that truth can- 
not survive without freedom, whereas it 
is freedom that cannot survive without 
truth.” He declared: 

“It is possible for us to have everything 
that the world calls freedom and still be 
hopelessly in bondage. There are many 
Americans, for example, who have the 
freedom to vote, freedom of speech, free- 
dom of worship, freedom of conscience, 


and freedom from want. With all of these 
freedoms they can still be gangsters, slaves 
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LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIPS—Six seniors and one alumnus of Louisville 





Presbyterian Theological Seminary have been awarded fellowships pro- 


viding graduate study as follows (I. 


to r.): Malcolm L. Pool, Jefferson- 


ville, Ind. (W. K. Patterson Fellowship); James W. Young, Jr., West 
Point, Miss. (Anderson); Herman W. Vassey, Miami Springs, Fla. (Wal- 
ker); Syngman Rhee of North Korea (fellowship by an anonymous donor); 
Peter A. Eckert, Danville, Ill. (Noyes); Lewis T. Rawlings, Jr., Carthage, 
Mo. (Andrew Patterson). The Fellowship in Pastoral Counseling has been 
renewed for Douglas G. Cater, a 1954 graduate, now studying at the 


to fear, and captives of the demands of 
the flesh.” 

In contrast to them, he continued, “‘the 
prophets of the Old Testament and the 
apostles of the New Testament were de- 
nied all freedom of worship, freedom of 
speech, and all the other freedoms that 
we hold dear. Not only so, but they were 
often in prison, beaten, persecuted, and 
even put to death by the tyrants of their 
day. 

“Yet they were free men, with the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God, be- 
cause they were the possessors of truth. 
In the power of that truth they took cap- 
tivity captive, and prevailed over all the 
kingdoms of the world.” 

Dr. Dahlberg, who is pastor of Delmar 
Baptist Church in St. Louis, told the del- 
egates: “We can do that again, if in 
our slavery to freedom we do not sacrifice 
all life and truth and righteousness.” 

“Jesus made perfectly clear,” he added, 
“that truth must have precedence over 
freedom. You will know the truth, he 
said, and the truth will make you free.” 


Formosan Leader Asks 
For Stronger Churches 


Boston, Mass. (RNS) — Protestants 
must strengthen the young churches 
which have grown from missions in many 
lands in order that they may remain free 
under rapidly-changing conditions today, 
a Presbyterian leader from Formosa de- 
clared here. 

C. H. Hwang, former moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan, also scored denomin- 
ationalism as a weakness in the Christian 
missionary movement. He said the church 
“must first cross the frontiers of denom- 
inationalism which exist today, if we are 
going to cross the frontiers of the world.” 

Chairman of the advisory study com- 
mittee of the Commission on Ecumenical 


4 


University of Chicago. 


Mission and Relations, United Presbyte- 
rian Church, U.S.A., Dr. Hwang ad- 
dressed the Prudential Committee (gov- 
erning body) of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
(Congregational Christian). 

Praising missionary efforts for estab- 
lishing the younger churches, he said they 
“must be made a creative minority, a mis- 
sionary minority and a united minority.” 

He called on Christians to be aware 
of the “fact of the world as it is,”’ includ- 
ing the forthcoming emergence of more 
free nations in Asia and Africa, rising 
rationalism throughout the world, the 
technological revolution in Asia, and the 
resurgence of non-Christian religions. 

Dr. Hwang is currently engaged in ad- 
vanced studies at Union Theological 
Seminary, New York. A graduate of 
Tokyo University and Westminster Col- 
lege, Cambridge, England, he taught 
Oriental languages and philosophy at 
London University for five years. Re- 
turning to Formosa in 1947, he served for 
12 years as a principal of Theological 
College at Taiwan. 


OVERTURES 





A record minimum number of over- 
tures now seems to be listed for the Jack- 
sonville Assembly. Most of these come 
from presbyteries, though some are from 
synods, requesting specific action on a va- 
riety of topics. 

Briefly summarized, some of the more 
significant ones are as follows: 

Tobacco Stocks. Disposal of tobacco 
securities owned by boards and agencies 
of the church is requested by Suwannee 
Presbytery. 

Absentee Voting. An opportunity for 
ministers working outside the bounds of 
their presbytery to vote on all issues in- 
volving constitutional changes and church 


union is requested by Holston Presbytery, 

UPUSA Ministers. The Synod of 
Missouri urges that United Presbyterian, 
USA ministers supplying U. S. churches 
be permitted to moderate congregational 
meetings. 

Commission. The Synod of Virginia 
urges re-institution of the Commission on 
the Minister and His Work instead of 
deletion, as had been proposed in the first 
revision of the Book of Church Order. 

No Racial Bar. Institutional trustees 
would be asked to note previous Assembly 
action calling for the opening of the doors 
of such institutions to qualified students 
without regard to racial distinctions. (Po- 
tomac Presbytery.) 

Planned Parenthood. A statement 
on this topic is urged by Potomac Pres- 
bytery. 

Church Union. Southwest and Bra- 
zos (Texas) presbyteries urged the ap- 
pointment of a committee looking toward 
possible Presbyterian reunion. 

Retired Ministers. The Synod of 
Virginia urges that the Committee on the 
Minister and His Work and the Board 
of Annuities and Relief re-study the place 
of the retired minister and his duties. 

Schedule. Florida Presbytery asks 
that church school quarterlies be made 
to coincide with the quarters of the public 
school year. 

Hymnbook Handbook. Meridian 
Presbytery (Miss.) requests a companion 
volume to The Hymnbook. 

Regional Directors. The Board of 
Christian Education is urged by Appo- 
mattox Presbytery to employ directors of 
Christian Education as its regional di- 
rectors instead of ministers. 

Youth Movements. Northeast Texas 
Presbytery seeks a study of such youth 
movements as Youth for Christ, Young 
Life, Word of Life, Youth on the March, 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship, Child Evan- 
gelism Fellowship, Navigators. 

Recruiting. Orange Presbytery (N. 
C.) urges special emphasis on the need 
for more ministers and missionaries. 

Mexico. Three Texas presbyteries call 
for a sympathetic response to an appeal 
from the National Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico. 

World Missions. Central Texas 
Presbytery urges a “study of the whole 
philosophy of World Missions” and a 
1961 report and recommendations. 

Stewardship. Louisiana Presbytery 
requests appointment of a committee of 
scholars to report on “the tithe as it bears 
upon Christian practice today, to formu- 
late a theology of stewardship.” 

Ten-Year Forecast. Holston Presby- 
tery (Appl.) requests publication by the 
General Council of a ten-year forecast 
of capital funds campaigns for Assembly 
causes. 

Fall Emphasis. Pee Dee (S. C.) and 
Suwannee (Fla.) presbyteries urge that 
the Church Extension emphasis be re- 
stored to the fall season. 
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On Church- Mission Relations in Mexico 


WO ACTIONS taken recently by 

the Fifth General Assembly of the 
National Presbyterian Church of Mex- 
ico in Cuernavaca have aroused wide- 
spread interest in the church at home, 
largely through articles published in 
church papers by some of the representa- 
tives from the United States who were 
present at the meeting. 

The first of these actions reads as 
follows: 

“After the round-table discussion, which 
centered largely on the fact that the pres- 
ent stage of relations between our General 
Assembly and the mission bodies laboring 
in Mexico are anachronistic, since the 
Presbyterian Church (of Mexico) is still 
regarded as a Mission Field, and consider- 
ing that this is the fundamental problem 
from which all others stem, the following 
resolution was adopted: That it be commu- 
nicated to the churches and ecclesiastical 
bodies in foreign countries that maintain 
relations with our church through mis- 
sionary work, that these organizations 
shall recognize the church as a divinely 
and properly-instituted body; and conse- 
quently that all relations in the future 
shall be directly with the officers of the 
General Assembly of the National Pres- 
byterian Church of Mexico.” 


Implied, but not stated in the final 
action, though brought out by one of the 
four speakers (out of the 54 officially 
registered commissioners) who spoke to 
the motion, is the idea that the General 
Assembly of Mexico should no longer 
deal directly with missions or their repre- 
sentatives, but that all relations should 
be from General Assembly to General 
Assembly, thus by-passing the missions 
and their Boards. 


A Young Assembly 

This request, astonishing at first glance 
from our point-of-view, is more clearly 
understood when it is realized that the 
General Assembly of Mexico, organized 
as late as 1947, is still young, and that 
its officers (moderator, stated clerk and 
treasurer) wield far greater power than 
do the corresponding officers of our Gen- 
eral Assembly. Furthermore, they hold 
office for three years instead of one, and 
are generally charged with all major de- 
cisions of the Assembly between meetings. 
Therefore it is perfectly natural for them 
to assume, though this assumption is ob- 
viously incorrect, that all matters related 
to mission business and financial re- 
quests, can be handled directly between 
the officers of our church and theirs, 
without first going through the Mission 
and the Board, as at present. 

Realizing the practical difficulties of 
this procedure, the General Assembly in 
a session four days later, approved the 
following recommendation as brought in 
by its Commission on Relations: 





DR. ROSS is in charge of the hospital at 
Morelia, Michoacan. 
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By J. HERVEY ROSS, M.D. 


“That the supreme ecclesiastical bodies 
of the churches in the United States of 
America that support missions in our 
country, be asked to name fully authorized 
representatives to work with the officers 
of this General Assembly, on future rela- 
tions with our National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico.” 

This second action provides for the 
creation of a special consulting commit- 
tee, to be composed of two representatives 
from the U.S. Presbyterian Church, two 
from the United Presbyterian Church, 
and at least four from the Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico. This committee is 
charged with the formulation of an ac- 
ceptable procedure to handle church-mis- 
sion relationships in a manner compatible 
with the dignity of the Mexican Church 
and with the purposes of the mission. 


Existing Committee 


It is of historical interest to note at 
this point that a committee, similar in 
ultimate purpose to the one proposed, is 
already in existence, that is, “The Mixed 
Committee of the General Assembly and 
the Missions,” in which the National 
Church and the four Presbyterian 
Churches with Missions in Mexico par- 
ticipate. These are the U.S., the United 
and the Dutch Reformed Presbyterian 
Churches, and the Pioneer Mission 
Agency. This committee was created in 
1947 at the time of the organization of 
the General Assembly in Mexico, for the 
express purpose of handling all matters 
dealing with church-mission relation- 
ships, and has functioned effectively ever 
since, except for the last three years, 
when the former moderator and stated 
clerk tended more and more to present 
mission-related issues directly to the Gen- 
eral Assembly without previous discus- 
sion by the Mixed Committee. 

A study of the degree of independence 
achieved by the church in Mexico in re- 
gard to the traditional criteria of self- 
government, self-propagation and self- 
support reveals that the church is at 
present at three different stages of devel- 
opment in these respects. It obtained 
complete ecclesiastical autonomy in 1925, 
when the constitutional laws of Mexico 
forbad foreigners from being pastors (or 
priests) of Mexican churches. Since then 
no missionary has been a member of any 
church court (with a few very recent ex- 
ceptions), though the missions send fra- 
ternal delegates to all church courts, and 
they in turn send representatives to all 
the meetings of the mission. 

As for the second criterion of self-pro- 
pagation, the church in Mexico has made 
remarkable progress in the last two dec- 
ades of carrying on its evangelistic out- 
reach, though it is still considerably aided 


in this respect by the missions, especially 
through the Assembly and presbytery 
committees of church extension. 


More Support 


It is in the matter of self-support that 
much still needs to be done. For example, 
of the $17,238 that comprised the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s budget for 1959, our mis- 
sion alone appropriated $15,545 for the 
work of the Assembly’s agencies, namely, 
the Presbyterian Seminary in Mexico 
City, the Central Bible School for Wom- 
en, the “La Salud Hospital” in Mexico 
City, the publishing house, the committee 
on youth work and the church extension 
committee. This figure does not take into 
account the help given by the United 
Presbyterian Mission, whose treasurer 
sent aid directly to these agencies rather 
than through the treasurer of the General 
Assembly, as did our mission. 

One of these who spoke on the floor 
of the Assembly stated that it was un- 
dignified for the Assembly to have to 
appeal to mere missions for financial 
help, that this should be rather to our 
respective General Assemblies. What has 
not been made clear, perhaps, is that the 
Mexico Mission is the General Assembly 
of our Church in action in Mexico, and 
that the Board of World Missions is the 
Assembly agency for dealing with mis- 
sion matters. Undoubtedly this will be 
placed in its proper context at the meeting 
of the consulting committee. In this con- 
nection it is of interest to observe that 
in the Cuernavaca minutes from which the 
two foregoing actions are quoted, there 
are at least seven different requests for 
financial help from the missions. Aware- 
ness of this embarrassing and contradic- 
tory position has spurred some of the 
leaders of the church to work towards a 
greater measure of self-support, and it 
was with great enthusiasm that the As- 
sembly passed a resolution to study the 
possibility of implanting a program of 
stewardship to achieve complete financial 
independence in the next 12 years, when 
Mexican Presbyterians will celebrate 
their centennial. While this plan is prob- 
ably unrealistic, it does indicate a fervent 
desire on the part of the Mexican church 
to strive towards complete self-support as 
soon as possible. 


Mission Is Confident 

The Mexico Mission welcomes the dis- 
cussions on these crucial issues and is 
confident that the cordial relations which 
have characterized its dealings in the past 
with its Mexican brothers in Christ will 
be on an even higher plane, as the emerg- 
ing Presbyterian Church of Mexico reach- 
es new levels of spiritual development 
and achieves a greater awareness of its 
total responsibilities in the common task 
of evangelizing Mexico. 








U. S. G. A.—Jacksonville 


Church Extension Board 
Points to Opportunities 


In its annual report to the General As- 
sembly, the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of 
Church Extension, reviewing its assigned 
task, sees “many disturbing signs” in the 
nation’s life. The report declares: 

“Here are multitudes for whom the 
chief end of man is to accumulate things 
and enjoy them as long as medical science 
can keep him alive. In such a time the 
church dare not become a debating society 
arguing her own orthodoxy, or a social 
club of like-minded persons.” 

In reviewing the fulfillment of its own 
assigned task, the Board points stead- 
fastly to challenging opportunities ahead 
in many realms. Its largest responsibility 
is in the Division of Home Missions 
where it shows the establishment of 563 
new churches by the denomination be- 
tween April 1, 1949, and December 31, 
1958. Leading the list by synods were: 
Texas, 83; North Carolina, 68; Virginia, 
64; Florida, 53. 

On the basis of anticipated population 
increases during the next 10 to 15 years, 
the rate of establishing one church per 
week will have to be increased if the 
church does not fall behind, the report 
says. Forty-seven Presbyterian, U. S., 
chaplains are on active duty with the 
armed forces and the Veterans Adminis- 
tration. 

In a Board realignment a new Depart- 
ment of Survey and Church Location has 
been defined under the leadership of Hal 
Hyde, who has also had Urban Church 
responsibility. Now a qualified person 
is being sought to lead the separate De- 
partment of Urban Church. 


Building Debt: $50 Million 

During the past ten years, with a pop- 
ulation increase in the Southern Presby- 
terian area amounting to 7,500,000, ap- 
proximately $160,000,000 went to Pres- 
byterian building purposes. At the end 
of last year 1,700 out of 3,948 churches 
reported total indebtedness of slightly 
more than $50,000,000. The judgment 
is expressed that while some congrega- 
tions may have borrowed too heavily, “the 
picture for the denomination as a whole 
is not alarming.” 

Work among Negroes is reported op- 
timistically, with significant advances in 
the total number of Negro members, new 
Negro congregations and marked ad- 
vances in the stewardship record. 

Important changes are taking place in 
the Negro community, the report says, 
and one of the most serious is described 
in this vein: 

“The Negro, whose image of himself is 
changing, is looking for a new image of 
his minister and church. We need men 
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who will develop and teach a philosophy 
of the Christian ministry which will 
change the image of the ministry now held 
by most Negro youth.” 

Major emphasis from the Department 
of Evangelism is on the Mission to the 
Nation in 1961 in which the denomina- 
tion will participate. 

The new Division of Homes and Chris- 
tian Welfare, a recently established agen- 
cy, is correlating information about wel- 
fare agencies operated by synods and 
presbyteries. There are four homes for 
senior citizens serving slightly more than 
300 people last year. Of $438,876 con- 
tributed to them during the year, 73.9% 
came from charges to residents and 
22.6% from synod or presbytery contri- 
butions. 


Family Status 


In the 16 children’s homes and agen- 
cies serving 2,085 children during the 
past year, with an income of $2,034,888, 
43% came from synod and presbytery 
sources, 15% from other Presbyterian 
sources, 17° from trusts and endow- 
ments. The family status of these chil- 


dren showed 92 full orphans, 577 with 
one parent living, and 796 with both 
parents living. 

Special emphasis is given to the cen- 
tennial observance in 1961 and what is 
called “the unprecedented opportunity” 
for growth and expansion. 


EVANSTON MINISTER 
ACCUSED OF BIGOTRY 


CHICAGO (RNS)—A commission ap- 
pointed by the Presbytery of Chicago, 
which includes 143 area churches, will 
investigate charges of bigotry against 
David Henry Pottie, pastor of Second 
Presbyterian Church of Evanston. 

Affirming its stand against segregation 
and racial discrimination, the 200-mem- 
ber presbytery adopted a resolution which 
said, “We deplore indiscriminate attacks 
on any religious or ethnic group.” 

The presbytery took this action after 
Columnist Jack Mabley of the Chicago 
Daily News reported that last December 
Mr. Pottie had delivered a sermon “bit- 
terly critical of Catholics, Jews and Ne- 
groes.” Herbert N. Brockway, stated 
clerk of the presbytery, said the commis- 
sion will discuss the charges with Mr. 
Pottie and report its findings at the 
group’s next meeting May 10. 

Mr. Mabley said Mr. Pottie also spoke 
of the need to put up barriers against 
Negroes coming into the area served by 
his church. 


THE INDUSTRIAL CHAPLAIN’S DAY 
By GEORGE D. WILKIE 


NOTE—Mr. Wilkie of Port Glas- 
gow, Scotland, wrote the following 
description of his work and oppor- 
tunity for the Church of Scotland 
press headquarters. It will be found 
of interest by Outlook readers.— 
Editors. 


I was appointed as industrial chaplain 
to Messrs. Hamilton’s Shipyard in Port 
Glasgow which builds cargo vessels and 
tankers up to 20,000 tons. 


The managing director introduced me 
to the shop steward’s convenor, a mem- 
ber of the Black Squad, who in turn 
seemed to take an odd delight in intro- 
ducing this curiosity to his friends, the 
other shop stewards and to the body of 
the men. I spent another day going round 
the foremen and then it was up to myself, 
with the yard wide open and the men 
wondering what on earth a minister would 
find to do in a shipyard. 

To go through the yard gate at this 
time was an act of great courage. All 
eyes were on me and I felt very much 
an intruder in this sort of world. (I still 
feel this when I cross the threshold of a 
yard or factory.) But the natural sympa- 
thies of the men came to my rescue. No 
one turned away when I started to speak 
to them and some indeed came forward 


on their own initiative to try to help by 
telling me of certain “Christians” who 
worked there. These people, I discov- 
ered, were of the “mission” type and al- 
though some were excellent men and re- 
spected by their workmates, as a body 
they weren’t specially interested in as- 
sociating with the representative of the 
National Church. Anyway my job was 
not to pick out “good” men here and 
there, but to come alongside “all sorts 
and conditions of men.” A room was 
put at my disposal by the manager, but 
I soon discovered that I might sit there 
till Doomsday without anyone coming 
to see me. I therefore began the long 
and laborious job of going round the 
men at their work—asking what they are 
doing, hearing their comments on the 
technique of building ships, on the run- 
ning of the yard and on life in general. 

This sort of thing didn’t take you far 
but at least you were building up a pic- 
ture of yard life and of men’s thinking. 
Occasionally I would stumble on some 
personal problem which I might help 
with or be asked to visit one of the men 
“on the sick.”” I might even be asked to 
officiate at a marriage or conduct a funer- 
al service. 

But the time when I can make the big- 
gest penetration is undoubtedly at lunch 
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time when men gather round in groups 
to “eat their pieces.” Then the news- 
papers are out (and the cards!) and men 
get talking about all sorts of things. 
Matters of the moment like General Elec- 
tion, the significance of man’s conquest 
of space (accepted as a foregone conclu- 
sion), the Nyasaland Affair, capital pun- 
ishment (on the basis of Padola), unoffi- 
cial strikes, etc., and also local town 
issues are naturally the subjects of talk 
and my own opinion is regularly sought 
(as is my assistance in picking a winner 
for the 3.30). There may only be a dozen 
men around, but here are a dozen men 
who are not normally touched by the 
church, eager to hear what the represen- 
tative of the church has to say on spe- 
cific living issues. That seems to me to 
be a sufficient justification for industrial 
chaplains. And I find not a few latter- 
day Nicodemuses who wait after the gen- 
eral discussion is finished and want to 
go further. 

Any question of my being an imposi- 
tion on their groups was dispelled the 
other day when I was greeted by one man 
at the gate, “Have you forgotten your 
friends? You haven’t been down our 
shed for six weeks.” 


BARNES CITES THREAT OF 
SECURITY PREOCCUPATION 


WasHINGTON, D.C. (RNs)—Roswell 
P. Barnes, executive secretary in America 
of the World Council of Churches, 
warned that Americans “have come dan- 
gerously close to allowing the challenge 
of world Communism to determine our 
objectives.” 

“We have become preoccupied with 
security rather than adventure,” he told 
a panel conference of the 1960 White 
House Conference on Children and 
Youth. “There is no question but that 
we have been required to face a menace, 
but there is room for debate as to whether 
we have enhanced our prestige in the 
uncommitted nations by the extent to 
which we have allowed it to put us on the 
defensive. 

“We have become so defensive that 
we hesitate to be self-critical lest by 
admitting that we are not perfect we con- 
firm some count in the Communist in- 
dictment of us. But self-criticism is one 
of the essentials for the health and vital- 
ity of a democracy.” 

“Tdeals are not the vague, ephemeral, 
unreal conjectures of fancy,” said Dr. 
Barnes. “They are the focal points to- 
ward which our values gravitate.” 

Contending that our present objectives 
as people are inadequate, Dr. Barnes 
said: 

“The defense of freedom is not enough, 
for freedom can go stale. We must ask, 
‘Freedom for what?’ That man is truly 
free who has surrendered himself to an 
adequate purpose. Justice is a prerequisite 
to freedom and peace—justice for all 


groups in our own society and interna- 
tional justice.” 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e In discussing religion 
with non-churchgoers I often find that 
there is a question behind the question, 
and there is no real progress until that 
unspoken question is uncovered. I also 
find that questioners fall into two broad 
classes: those who want me to fight 
against them, and those who want me to 
fight for them; that is, those who hope 
my arguments will compel them to believe 
what they do not want to believe, and 
those who hope that their reluctance to 
believe the orthodox versions of the Faith 
will receive my support. Behind every 
theological question there is a personal 
need, and how often I have been guilty of 
ignoring the need and concentrating on 
the question! 


TUESDAY e I recently heard two fa- 
mous preachers, one a rabbi, the other 
a bishop. Taking his stand within the 
Old Covenant, the rabbi used it to il- 
lumine the present situation and produced 
a clean-cut diagnosis of the modern world 
and its ills; the bishop, taking the New 
Covenant for granted, urged us to read 
the Bible, say our prayers, and go to 
church, but hardly a word about the ten- 
sions and problems of our time. Taken 
together the sermons made sense, taken 
separately they lacked the fulness of the 
gospel. 


WEDNESDAY e [| have been invited to 
a conference of homiletics professors 
where I shall meet teachers from sixteen 
seminaries. We have been called together 
under the auspices of a famous founda- 
tion to re-think the task of teaching 
preaching, “to the end that the Word of 
God may be declared more effectively.” 
It is a good sign that seminaries no long- 
er talk of “making sermons,” but of 
“communicating the gospel.” 


THURSDAY ¢@ Every age has its char- 
acteristic myths which express that time’s 
deepest interpretation of life. These 
myths and symbols, often embedded in 
the unconscious and very rarely made 
articulate, are what provide the driving 
force in many lives. This is why Amos 
Wilder says, “It is more important to 
discern the actual operative myths of a 
civilization than the formal cliches of 
its political orators.” But how little at- 
tention is devoted to the examination of 
these working myths in our theological 


schools! So we go on preaching to ration- 
alizations instead of to realities. To avoid 
this perhaps we ought to pay more at- 
tention to secular literature, and the mass 
media. 


FRIDAY @ The world is full of nice 
people, and yet is in a dickens of a mess! 
Can it be that nice people are not im- 
portant; that what is required are tough 
people? That is, people whose convic- 
tions reach down to the very roots of be- 
ing, with a love that is more than a 
kindly sentiment, that is as tough and 
enduring as the evil it seeks to overcome? 


SATURDAY e I spoke today with two 
men who are struggling with the writing 
of books. They are both capable scholars 
and ready speakers, but when it comes to 
registering their thoughts on paper they 
seem inhibited. I suspect this is because 
they are too conscious of their fellow- 
scholars, and are therefore haunted by 
the thought of criticism. I can’t help 
thinking that we have too many theologi- 
cal books written by scholars for scholars, 
and I wish more scholars could be per- 
suaded to write for the church instead 
of for their fellow-professors. 


SUNDAY e I remembered my own 
words today, for when I got into the 
pulpit the first two people I saw were 
a professor of New Testament and a pro- 
fessor of psychology. But by the grace 
of God I was able to look them full in 
the eye as fellow-sinners! 


WHY (and where) 
THE GLORIA? 


In the second and third centuries, when 
controversies arose in the church as to 
whether the God of the Old Testament is 
the God that is manifest in Christ, and 
whether his self-revelation as Father, 
Son, and Spirit is continuous with his 
self-unveiling to Israel, it became cus- 
tomary to affirm the identity of the God 
of the Old with the God of the New Cov- 
enant by concluding the chanting or read- 
ing of a psalm or psalms with the Gloria 
Patri: “Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen.” 

This ancient canticle brings a selection 
from the Psalter to an appropriate cli- 
max. In view of the origin of the Gloria 
Patri and its long historical association 
with the psalms it is vandalism to tear 
it from its proper context and attach it 
to something else in the service. 


—HEnry SLOANE COFFIN. 
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EDITORIAL 


Footnote to Strategy 


During the discussions of possible 
Presbyterian reunion (before 1955) there 
were occasional, usually veiled, threats 
of what might happen in regard to the 
“race issue” if the movement succeeded. 
Some studies of the arguments of that 
period credited the negative vote largely 
to this threat. Other observers are sure 
that the vote would have failed at that 
time even without resort to such tactics, 
but almost everyone has recognized that 
this issue was inflamed on many occa- 
sions when race-baiting was thought to 
be effective in influencing opinions. 

Now, opponents of eventual Presbyte- 
rian reunion have taken a new step. They 
have arranged through some Philadelphia 
friend for a mailing to be made to Pres- 
byterians, U. S.—ministers or commis- 
sioners to the Assembly or both—of the 
February issue of Social Progress which 
dealt with “Racial Intermarriage,” with 
comments, pro and con, from a variety of 
sources, including some Southern Presby- 
terians. 

The copy of the publication being used 
by anti-union elements has been rubber- 
stamped as follows: 














“This up-coming General Assembly is 
being overtured to take steps to unite with 
the United (Northern) Presbyterian 
Church. Herewith is a publication of an 
official agency of that church.” 

Social Progress is a monthly publica- 
tion of the Department of Social Educa- 
tion and Action of the Board of Christian 
Education, UPUSA. 


Another Exclusion Act 

It is to be regretted that the Jackson- 
ville Assembly soon to convene is sched- 
uled to witness another affront to the 
principles enunciated by the Assembly 
itself in calling for all commissioners to 
be accorded equal treatment. 

Advance reservation material sent to 
commissioners provides for separate ac- 
commodations for “colored commission- 


ers,” which designation gives rise to spec- 
ulation as to how much or what color 
makes one eligible for this special treat- 
ment. 

When will the Assembly have the cour- 
age of its convictions and refuse—even 
at a late hour—to submit to such an af- 
front to its honor? If it acquiesces it 
may well be wondered if it is worthy of 
honor. 

When labor unions, societies of profes- 
sors and other non-church groups refuse 
to have their members suffer such dis- 
crimination and decline to hold their 
meetings in hotels or cities where this is 
demanded, is it possible to explain such 
a blinking at topflight resolutions by 
churchmen when they are subjected to the 
hard facts of reality? 

Last year, it may be remembered, 60 
men in a national church body picked up 
their bags and walked out of a club when 
one of their members suffered discrim- 
ination of this type. 

No criticism is here intended of the 
Jacksonville hosts. Our point is that the 
Assembly itself has a responsibility to be 
true to its own announced principles. If 
it does not intend to abide by them it 
is better not to establish them. 

But, it may be asked, is this a practical 
possibility in the South? It is. A church 
has its own institutions which could be 
used. Further, as detailed in this column 
earlier (Jan. 18), many groups are tak- 
ing a firm stand and hotels are coming 
to terms. If the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science can de- 
termine that it will not meet where “free 
association of the members is hindered 
by unnatural barriers,” or if the U. S. 
Conference of Mayors can move its meet- 
ing from New Orleans to Miami Beach 
for this reason, church groups can hardly 
do less. 


Dilemma 

James Lawson, a Negro, was dismissed 
from the Vanderbilt Divinity School by 
its trustees because of his involvement in 
demonstrations against lunch-counter seg- 
regation in Nashville. He did not ac- 
tually participate in a demonstration but 
coached students in non-violent proce- 
dures. 

Some weeks later, seven white students 
from the same divinity school joined in 
a Nashville demonstration. No action in 
regard to these students was reported. 

(It is understood that, with the na- 
tional spotlight turned on the Vanderbilt 
action, the trustees have now agreed to 
review the case at the spring meeting. 
Representatives of the faculty and student 
body will be heard at that time. Scholar- 
ship aid has been offered Lawson from 
Yale, Chicago, McCormick, Iliff and 
Pacific, and the UPUSA Board of Chris- 
tian Education has offered to pay half 
his moving expenses if he accepts one 
of the scholarships. At last report he had 
not made up his mind but said he would 
prefer to remain in Nashville.) 


GUEST EDITORS 


An Attack on Religion 


Two thousand years ago the Christian 
religion was considered so subversive that 
its founder was put to death and its fol- 
lowers driven underground. Times have 
changed since then, except in some of the 
Communist areas. Yet, as John Wicklein 
wrote in this paper yesterday, a bitter 
and ignorant attack is now being made on 
a Protestant organization, the National 
Council of Churches, on the ground that 
it is infiltrated by Communists and other 
Left-Wingers. The attack was brought 
out into the open when the Air Force 
withdrew, with apologies, a training man- 
ual which made just these charges. 

If anyone will take the trouble to read 
the New Testament, or certain parts of 
the Old Testament, he will find that the 
prophets, including the Man of Nazareth, 
had indeed little reverence for riches or 
the possessors of worldly power, and had, 
on the contrary, a deep pity for the poor 
and the afflicted. AJl through the cen- 
turies the Christian church in all its 
phases and divisions has had a social as 
well as a religious message. Like other 
great religions, Judaism included, it has 
been repeatedly stirred by social reform 
movements. 





In this light we may look again at 
those fantastic mentalities who attack 
what one of Mr. Wicklein’s informants 
called “the freedom of the pulpit.” So 
far as there is anything beyond a moronic 
vacuum in these attacks, they are really 
directed at all efforts to reconcile our 
society with the Ten Commandments and 
the Sermon on the Mount. An intra- 
church struggle is no doubt going on and 
in this dispute the general public outside 
the affected denominations need not take 
part. We have a right, however, to object 
to any attempts to intimidate the minis- 
ters of any religion. The symptoms of 
the present anticlerical campaign are rec- 
ognizable in their similarity to other dis- 
creditable incidents over many decades 
and even generations. They are cheap, 
silly and irreligious—New York Times 
editorial. 


1 Am Ashamed 


The lunch counter sit-ins which have 
been developing in many places over the 
South have now come to our community. 
These are carried on mainly by Negro 
students who now at long last—a hundred 
vears after the emanicipation proclama- 
tion—are employing a non-violent meth- 
od of getting their rights. They are 
being arrested because there are local laws 
which are being violated. I and my fel- 
lows and my ancestors have made and 
maintain laws which these, our fellow- 
citizens, need to break in their search for 
dignity. And I am ashamed.—C. Ray 
Dossrns, editor, The Cumberland Pres- 
byterian. 
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Footnote to Ephesians 5:21—6:9. 


A FAMILY PRINCIPLE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Acts 4:34, 35. 


oe’ “VOMMUNISM!” is an easy smear 

C these days. Communists are a 
wordy lot, and they have said a great 
deal about many things. So whenever any 
one is in favor of something that some 
communists have favored, the cry goes 
up, “He’s a Communist!” To condemn 
outright everything favored by that ide- 
ology is to condemn some ideas favored 
by Christians too. 

“The prime example is this slogan: 
“From each according to his ability; to 
each according to his need.” This was 
a Christian principle long before the 
modern communists got hold of it. Many 
persons have been attracted to Commu- 
nism by this slogan because it sounds so 
Christian. 

To get ahead of our story, the trouble 
with the Communist use of this slogan, 
and principle, is that it will not work 
without a Christian foundation, and that 
is just what Marxism repudiates. 

But it does work within a Christian 
framework. Indeed, one could call it the 
Christian family principle. If some fam- 
ilies operating on this line are not Chris- 
tian, that only shows that they have 
adopted a Christian idea, maybe with- 
out realizing it. In a well-regulated fam- 
ily, when little Willie gets sick and an 
operation is called for, what does the 
family do? Father and Mother, as policy- 
setters, do not sit down and figure out 
how much Willie has contributed in the 
past ten years. Actually, ever since Willie 
arrived as a baby, he has been more a 
financial liability than an asset. The 
family have to spend on him more than 
they get from him. Add up all the times 
Willie has washed the car or the cat or 
walked the dog or wiped the dishes, figure 
his pay at going rates for such things, 
and find (perhaps) that probably Willie, 
if he had been paid in cash, would have 
earned about $2.65 since last Christmas, 
after deducting for whatever damage he 
may have done to curtains, thin china, etc. 

Now Willie’s father and mother don’t 
ask the hospital for $2.65 worth of opera- 
tion. You can hardly get the covers 
turned down on a hospital bed for that 
money. What they do is to see to it that 
Willie has the operation, and that it is 
paid for. They do not afterwards send 
him a bill, or make him work it out. The 
family is simply not run on the principle 
of book-keeping and cash balances. The 
family works on the principle, “From 
each according to his ability, to each 
according to his need.” There is not even 
the thought that Willie is being made a 
long-term loan which he will one day pay 
back with interest. It is probable that 
most children in most families never do 
pay back to their parents what they have 
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cost. But nobody complains about this 
or thinks it un-Christian. It’s the way 
the family operates and it is a good way. 
Any other way of operating spoils the 
family spirit. 


HIS same principle, “From each ac- 

cording to his ability, to each accord- 
ing to his need,” has been used with 
success in that characteristically Chris- 
tian enterprise, foreign missions. (World 
Missions or Ecumenical Mission may be 
different names but the principle is al- 
ways the same.) Perhaps the average 
layman does not know that all mission- 
aries are paid alike. The freshman mis- 
sionary who spends all his time learning 
the language, who couldn’t preach a ser- 
mon or teach a class, much less carry on 
a conversation, gets the same as the vet- 
eran missionary, the statesman of the 
Christian church, the great evangelist. It 
is assumed (in most cases correctly) that 
each missionary is doing his best. No- 
body’s salary is docked because this year 
he had eight fewer converts than last 
year. Missionaries in Iran, who may not 
average one conversion “to their credit” 
a month, are not paid less than mission- 
aries to some other country where con- 
versions are numerous. 

Missionaries are not paid in propor- 
tion to their skill with the new language 
nor their popularity with the people. But 
they are paid in proportion to their needs. 
If a missionary needs dental work, or 
hospitalization, even if he has to be flown 
from mid-Africa to New York, the Board 
pays what it takes. If an ordinary person 
—even a minister in the church in Amer- 
ica—has another child, his salary will not 
be raised on that account. But with every 
child a missionary couple have, their 
salary goes up. When these children are 
ready for college, the missionaries’ salary 
will go up still more, and will drop back 
again when the children are no longer 
dependent. All this does not mean that 
missionaries live on Easy Street. They 
don’t. But at least their salaries reflect 
changes in their needs, not changes in 
their contributions. 

Well . . . if it works out so well in the 
family and in the larger Christian family 
of missionaries, why should we criticize 
Communists for doing likewise? Many 
experiments have shown the answer to 
that question. “From each according to 
his ability, to each according to his need” 
is a workable principle only when there 
is a tight-knit small group who love one 
another, or a larger group all of whom 
are dedicated Christians. Once your 
group spreads out, sooner or later some- 
body will be greedy and/or dishonest. If 
ever there was an enthusiastic, well-in- 
tentioned Christian group, the early 
church at Jerusalem must have been it 





but they soon took in an Ananias and a 
Sapphira. We notice also that not many 
years later the church at Jerusalem was 
reduced to severe poverty. However 
Christian the motives, the effort failed. 


OES THIS MEAN that no larger 

community, no city or state, can be 
as Christian as the home? It does mean 
just that. It is not only because the larger 
the group, the higher the probability of 
someone in it being less than 100% 
Christian. It is also because the larger 
your group is, the less possible it becomes 
for the responsible leaders to.know just 
what each person’s need is, to say noth- 
ing of abilities. The Communist mistake 
is to take a principle that will work under 
very favorable circumstances and set it 
up as an ideal in circumstances where 
it is certain not to work. Even the Com- 
munists admit that they can’t operate by 
this principle today. 

But does this mean also that cities and 
states cannot be Christian at all? By 
no means. It is the duty of Christians 
to think together about that most urgent 
of problems: How to put more Christi- 
anity into our civilization. But that is 
another question. The truth that comes 
closest to us is this: In the home, Chris- 
tians have a chance to live as Christians, 
with others, in a way that is not possible 
anywhere else in life. What a shame it 
is, ever to live like heathen in the one 
place on earth where we can live some- 
thing like heaven! 
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Estimates on increased enrollment in Presbyterian edu- 
cation institutions for the next fifteen years indicate 


Theological Seminaries 
Senior Colleges 
Junior Colleges 


80% increase 
70% increase 
60% increase 


If your colleges and seminaries meet their opportuni- 


ties, they must have 


Your prayers and concern, 

Your gifts through yearly regular benevolence, 
Your special gifts for plants and endowments, 
Your continuing support through bequests. 
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DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


Free Pulpit Stressed 
At Washington Dinner 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—America 
has a vital stake in a “free pulpit” which 
should not be overlooked in present con- 
troversy over unpopular stands that may 
be taken by some Protestant clergymen 
and church groups, Eugene Carson Blake 
of Philadelphia said here. 


He addressed 200 prominent govern- 
ment officials who attended a Presbyte- 
rian “Men in Government” dinner. Dr. 
Blake is a former president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and, as stated 
clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., is the highest administrative of- 
ficer of his denomination. 


“We of the church have been under 
fire because we don’t always take the 
popular American attitude as our guide 
on issues,” he said. “But the church is 
international and it cannot be a purely 
American institution.” 


“When leaders of our churches are 
attacked,” he declared, “we should re- 
member that, even if ministers sometimes 
say things that are foolish or wrong, we 
have a stake in the freedom of the pulpit, 
in the right of ministers to speak out on 
issues as the light directs them to speak.” 

Destruction of freedom of the pulpit 
would be far more subversive of Ameri- 
can liberties than anything that might be 
said in the pulpit, Dr. Blake suggested. 

Former Gov. Robert F. Kennon of 
Louisiana, a ruling elder in the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., also addressed the 
dinner. He related the role independent 
and free-thinking Presbyterians played 
in the battle for American independence 
and in subsequent efforts to strengthen 
and preserve American democracy. 

Arthur L. Miller, moderator of the 
UPUSA General Assembly, served as 
host for the dinner. 


Among government officials present 
were 40 members of the House and Sen- 
ate, several judges, headed by Supreme 
Court Justices William O. Douglas and 
Tom C. Clark, and many administrative 
officials, including Secretary of the Army 
Wilber M. Brucker. 


The dinner was the first of its kind 
ever sponsored by Presbyterians to honor 
members of the denomination who have 
chosen careers in public service. 


15 YEARS AHEAD 


Nashville, Tennessee’s Downtown 
church, a congregation using the former 
building of the First church and only 
five-years-old, has paid-off its $200,000 
mortgage fifteen years ahead of schedule. 
Many contributors outside the 500-mem- 
ber congregation are credited with help- 
ing in this achievement. The 250-mem- 
ber minority opposing removal purchased 
the property in 1955 for $550,000. 
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NCC Youth Director 
Talks on Teen-Agers 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—More 
than half the nation’s girls now get mar- 
ried before their 21st birthday, according 
to the youth work director of the National 
Council of Churches. 

Donald O. Newby, New York, believes 
that the general instability of society is 
a factor in prompting marriages by more 
than 500,000 teen-agers annually. 

He said the fact that 20 to 25 per cent 
of America’s families move every year 
“is pretty devastating to the teen-ager 
dependent on his peer group relationships 
for his stability.” Teen-agers go steady, 
he explained, in an effort to find someone 
they can count on. 

Other reasons for early marriages, he 
said, have been the pressures of military 
service, the fact young people are not 
needed as much in their homes in an 
urban society as they were in a rural 
society, and because families are more 
prosperous and willing to support their 
children even after they are married. 

Mr. Newby said churches have pretty 
much neglected the older teen-agers, hav- 
ing concentrated their ministry on the 
senior high school group. 

In a talk to church youth directors, 
sponsored by the Minnesota Council of 
Churches, he called for an understanding 
of the kind of problems being faced by 
teen-agers and the answers they are get- 
ting from today’s adult culture. 

Some youth rebellion is due, he said, 
to the young people feeling they have no 
constructive, useful function to fill and 
they are waiting for acceptance into adult- 
hood. 


“Young Life’ Discussed 

Mr. Newby, who also is executive sec- 
retary of the United Christian Youth 
Movement, took note of the criticisms 
directed against Young Life, high school 
religious movement. 

He said the fact that it draws a great 
deal of response from young people al- 
ready in the church should prompt church 
leaders to take “a right, careful look at 
it.” 

Although leaders of the movement 
claim to supplement the church, Young 
Life actually alienates young people from 
it, he asserted. 

He said that one reason Young Life 
can attract young people away from the 
church is that the church hasn’t helped 
youth understand “where they fit into 
the scheme of things.” 

Mr. Newby deplored the bitterness dis- 
played by some clergy toward Young Life 
and observed that “no man is able to 
grasp the fullness of the glory of God.” 

“If the church is the agent of God’s 
reconciliation of men, it ought to be 
able to find a basis for reconciliation for 
groups which call themselves Christian,” 
he said. 
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YES, 


your gifts to 
the Board of 


CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


help meet 
the HIGHER EDUCATION 
challenge. 


While your Assembly’s Board of Christian Education asks no special offering 
during Higher Education Season, Higher Education is a major part of the 
Board’s educational work. In 1959, the Board spent $398,979.46 in the field 
of Higher Education. These funds maintained the work of co-ordinating and 
assisting the tctal program of Higher Education work in the Assembly—voca- 
tional guidance, Presbyterian colleges and seminaries, and the Campus Chris- 
tian Life ministry on all college campuses. It provided scholarships for nearly 
400 students who are the Church’s future ministers, missionaries, and directors 
of Christian Education. 


How adequate is the Church’s support of this work? 


It has been ten years since the Assembly combined its work in higher 
education with that of religious education and publication to form the new 
Board of Christian Education. To provide support for this new area of re- 
sponsibility, the Assembly asked the churches to greatly increase their giving 
to this agency. Giving habits seem deeply entrenched. Although the receipts 
of the new Board showed constant gradual increase, it was not until the year 
1956 that receipts equalled the initial amount asked by the Assembly in 
setting up the Board in 1950. But, over this period, additional responsibilities 
had been added. The Board is grateful that the increase in giving in 1959 
was the greatest since reorganization; yet these gifts were. still $285,058.26 
short of the amount necessary to provide the program of Christian Education 
projected by the Assembly. Obviously, the Board could not carry out in full 
the Assembly’s plans for Higher Education—or Christian Teaching--or any 
other of the responsibilities placed upon it. 


Are you concerned about the Church and Higher Education? 
— Christian Teaching? — World Missions? — Church Extension? 
— any area of the Church’s mission in which your local church 
can’t “go it alone”? 

There is one way you can assure that the Church can be ready to meet its 


challenge. See to it that your church meets its askings for the benevolence work 
of your Presbytery, of your Synod, and of the Assembly in full. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


11 











A fully accredited, co-edu- 


cational, church related insti- 


tution of higher learning MILLIKIN 


which emphasizes the liberal 


arts as the heart of every stu- UNIVERSITY 


dent’s course of study. 


Decatur, Illinois 


Distinctive programs un- 
der the guidance of a superior 
faculty are offered in the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts, the 
School of Business and In- 
dustry, and the School of r 


Music. 


For further information, | 4 





; . — i} 3 
write: Office of Admissions, | 
Millikin University, Decatur, . ‘ st 
Illinois. 








$350,000 new men’s dormitory 


Liberal Arts With Christian Emphasis 


Located on a growing campus in the require the College Entrance Board Ex- 
friendly Midwest, The College of Emporia 
is a four-year liberal arts institution with 
high academic ideals and a highly qualified 
faculty. 

Fully-accredited by the North Central 


amination Tests, and will accept no appli- 
cant who is not in the upper 50 per cent of 
the graduating class. In most cases, only 
those in the upper 25 per cent will be 


i ie alle : considered. 
Association, C. of E. is particularly noted gags : ; 
for its strong offerings in science, music, Applications accompanied by transcripts 
business administration, and teacher train- Will be acted upon within ten days. First 
ing. semester registration: First Tuesday in 


C. of E. is the first college in Kansas to September. 


The COLLEGE of EMPORIA 


EMPORIA, KANSAS 


Dr. Rosert McApoo, President 














CAMPUS NEWS 


The Danforth Foundation is making 
possible three series of lectures at the 
University of Minnesota this year which 
are directed by the (inter-faith) Council 
of Religious Advisors and the university 
administration. The first lectures were 
given by Professor R. A. F. Mackenzie, 
a Roman Catholic, of Toronto. The cur- 
rent lectures are given weekly by Profes- 
sor Abraham Joshua Heschel of the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary, New York. 
The last will be given in the fall or next 
spring by Professor Anders Nygren of 
Lund, Sweden. Each theologian conducts 
a graduate seminar in addition to the 
public lectures. 





e *« * 


Westminster College (Mo.) has sched- 
uled its seventh annual conference on the 
gifted student this month, with Robert 
J. Havighurst of the University of Chi- 
cago as the principal speaker. Honorary 
degrees will be conferred at Westminster’s 
Founders Day convocation April 24 upon 
Charles S. Drew (LL.D.) of St. Louis, 
and James F. Neil (D.D.) of St. Louis. 

* * * 


William S. Bason, second-year student 
at Union Seminary in Virginia, has been 
designated the Montpellier (France) ex- 
change student for the next academic 
year. He is a graduate of the University 
of North Carolina. 

= « 

Ten Woodrow Wilson Fellowships 
have been awarded members of the senior 
class of 260 at Occidental College 
(Calif.). They provide for graduate study 
leading to a teaching career. 

* * * 

Sterling College (Kan.) will inau- 
gurate an honors program for superior 
students beginning next fall. It has also 
set as a goal doubling present salaries 
over the next ten years. 

* * 

In response to a request, President 
Robert D. Steele of Carroll College 
(Wis.) wrote this prayer for his college, 
to be used by those who have a concern 
for Christian education: ‘O Lord, bless 
Carroll College and use me as thy ser- 
vant.” He has suggested that this prayer 
could be uttered by friends of the college 
at least once a day. Dr. Steele quoted 
Kierkegaard: “Prayer is not prayer when 
he who prays continues to pray until he 
gets what he wants. Prayer is prayer 
when he who prays continues to pray 
until he learns what God wants.” 

zs 

Formal dedication of the new dining 
hall on the campus of the Pan-American 
School, Kingsville, Texas, is planned for 
this spring. 

* * * 

Alma College has inaugurated the 
practice of exhibiting prints and draw- 
ings from the University of Michigan 
museum. 
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THE PURE 


IN HEART 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 1, 1960 
Matthew 5:8, 27-37; 23:25-26; Luke 9:61-62 


The Beatitudes which have formed the 
basis of our studies in recent weeks give 
us Jesus’ recipe for true and abiding hap- 
piness (which is what is meant essen- 
tially by the word “blessedness”). Such 
happiness comes or is available to those 
who are conscious of their spiritual needs 
(the poor in spirit), to those who mourn, 
to kindly and considerate people (the 
meek), to those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, to those who are 
merciful, and to those who are pure in 
heart. 


1. Matthew 5:8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart,” says 
Jesus, “for they shall see God.” 

“There are many sights in nature and 
in art, God’s works and the works of 
man, which we travel far to see. Many 
visions of beauty are all about us which 
afford us exquisite delight—a beautiful 
tree, a beautiful sunset, a beautiful wom- 
an; the skyline of some great city, moun- 
tains, valley and sea. But most satisfy- 
ing of all is the vision of God. How 
could one fail to be happy if he could 
really see God! Back of all the problems 
of life, back of evil and distress, through 
all the clouds that darken our sky, 
through all the questionings and doubts, 
to see God the Father, to know that 

“... behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, keep- 
ing watch above his own” 
would bring us inward peace that no 
event or combination of events could ever 
destroy. 

“How can we attain this satisfying vis- 
ion of God? Jesus tells us ‘Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.’ 

“The heart in Hebrew psychology in- 
cluded the entire personality—the emo- 
tions, the intellect, and the will. Purity 
refers not specifically to sexual purity, 
though that is not excluded, but to single- 
minded devotion to God. Paul had this 
devotion in mind when he said, ‘To me 
to live is Christ’; and, again, ‘One thing 
I do, forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.’ 
Such single-mindedness, such purity of 
heart may seem utterly beyond our reach, 
and yet we know that Jesus is right. 
Impurity, insincerity, double-mindedness 
of any sort distort or destroy our vision 
of God. We are not, and cannot be, 
absolutely pure. But we can want to be 
pure; we can strive to be pure; and in 
proportion as we attain unto the ideal, 
we shall find the promised vision of God. 

“Tt is not the mystic’s vision that Jesus 
had in mind. George A. Buttrick says: 
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‘More likely he meant that the pure in 
heart see God in the world about them 
when others are blind; that the pure in 
heart are aware of the movements of the 
divine will in their lives even in the midst 
of pain, when others are rebellious or 
despairing; that the pure in heart have 
by intuition the leading of God’s spirit 
when others feel bereft; that the pure in 
heart have times of vision when earth and 
flesh fall away ... and that at last they 
shall veritably see God in the consumma- 
tion of the kingdom.’—George A. Buttrick, 
The Interpreter’s Bible, Abingdon Press. 


“This Beatitude, as is the case with others 
in the series, receives its final fulfillment 
in the final stage of our existence. As 
Lord Tennyson expressed it: 


‘I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar.’” 
(Meeting God through the Beatitudes, 
E. T. Thompson, pp. 23-24.) 


Il. Matthew 5:27-32 

One aspect of purity is treated in Mat- 
thew 5:27-32. “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
But I say to you that every one who looks 
at a woman lustfully has already com- 
mitted adultery with her in his heart... .” 


“The Old Testament prohibited adultery. 
But Jesus said that the real sin com- 
menced with the desire and intention cher- 
ished in the heart. ‘Adultery has been 
committed by any man who allows him- 
self, in the glance of an eye, deliberately 
to regard a human being as an instrument 
of lust. The Greek seems to show that our 
Lord speaks neither of the involuntary 
occurrence of evil thoughts, nor of the in- 
voluntary awakening of the sexual im- 
pulse, but of looks whose deliberate pur- 
pose is to awaken the latter.’ (A New Com- 
mentary on Holy Scripture, edited by 
Charles Gore and others, Part III, p. 140.) 
It is not everyone who lusts, but everyone 
who looks to lust, who has sinned in the 
sight of God. 

“In verses 28, 29, Jesus indicates that 
‘no one should excuse himself on the 
ground of the weakness of his sensual 
nature. If his instincts are unruly, he 
must take heroic measures to subdue 
them. The eye and the hand are the spe- 
cial instruments of lust.’ (Jbid., p. 140.) 
Jesus does not mean that we are literally 
to cut off our hand or gouge out our eye, 
but he does mean that we are to cast away 
the cause of stumbling, whatever it may 
be, and whatever it may cost. 

“Matthew inserts here a teaching of 
Jesus on divorce. The Old Testament al- 
lowed divorce, and in Jesus’ day this was 
interpreted by the laxer expositors to 
mean that a man might put away his wife 
for any cause. In a day when marriage 
was the only career open to women this 
worked great hardship on the woman. 
Jesus did not attempt to give a divorce law 
for the state, but according to Matthew’s 
report he did say that in the kingdom of 
God divorce was permissible only on the 
ground of unfaithfulness to the marriage 
vow. In Mark’s Gospel (an earlier ac- 
count) even this last ground is omitted 
(10:11). It seems likely, therefore, that 


the clause, ‘saving for the cause of forni- 
cation,’ was added by a copyist and does 
not represent the original teaching of 
Jesus. Divorce should never occur among 
members of the kingdom; it will not occur 
if both husband and wife are committed to 
the ideal of the kingdom. But what if one 
spouse or the other is an unbeliever? Paul 
was forced to deal with this problem in 
his first letter to the Corinthians. If the 
unbelieving partner insists on a separa- 
tion, says Paul, then the believer is no 
longer bound; there is nothing that he 
can do (1 Corinthians 7:15). Jesus’ words, 
then, are not to be taken as a law to be 
rigidly enforced by church or state. They 
do set forth the ideal which Christians 
should ever strive to realize in practice. 
In a day when divorce continues to in- 
crease ever more rapidly, and when the 
marriage vow is more lightly assumed, the 
ideal needs to be emphasized anew.” (Ser- 
mon on the Mount, E. T. Thompson, pp. 
69-71.) 

The inculcation of the Christian ideal 
is the more urgent in the light of sexual 
standards being set before our young peo- 
ple by various media of mass communica- 
tion. In the Saturday Review for Novem- 
ber 7, 1959 Hollis Alpert wrote as fol- 
lows: ‘Can divorce bring happiness? 
Should a woman leave her alcoholic hus- 
band of 20 years for a former lover who 
is now married, rich, and the father of 
a pretty teen-age daughter? Should teen- 
age lovers marry if their romance blooms 
into pregnancy? Can children forgive 
adulterous parents? Is sex which is not 
blessed by the bonds of matrimony beau- 
tiful or sinful? These questions are ex- 
plored, but not very deeply in A Summer 
Place, a movie produced, written and di- 
rected by Delmer Davis; the film is based 
on the Sloan Wilson novel. ... 

“The questions the movie raises are 
answered in the following manner: 

“Yes, divorce brings happiness, but 
only for the guilty. ... 

“Yes, a woman should definitely leave 
her alcoholic husband for her former 
lover. The facts that the husband is sick, 
a failure, broke, and the father of her 
son should not sway her. 

“Yes, teen-age lovers faced with the 
problem of the girl’s pregnancy, should 
marry, if they can collect their dispersed 
parents and win their understanding and 
consent. They should then leave school 
and live on Puget Sound. 

“Ves, teen-agers can forgive their way- 
ward parents, especially if they first man- 
age to get into trouble themselves. . . .” 


“You have heard that it was said to the 
men of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely. 
. .. But I say to you, do not swear at 
all... . Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No’; anything more than this comes 
from evil’ (Matthew 5:33-37). 

“The Jews had interpreted certain Old 
Testament passages to mean that only 
oaths were binding, and not all of them, 
but only the ones in which the name of God 
was used. Jesus pointed out that all such 
distinctions are false. All oaths are equally 
binding. But one should not find it neces- 
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sary to strengthen his word with an oath. 
He should recognize that his simple state- 
ment is binding, without the use of any 
stronger affirmation. God is “just as fully 
implicated by one who says simply ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ as by any oaths, and whatever exceeds 
that springs from evil, for it shows that the 
speaker is not normally conscious of God’s 
interest in his words and acts.’ (Theodore 
H. Robinson, The Gospel of Matthew, p. 
43.) 

“The importance of these words of Jesus 
should be more apparent in our days when 
commercial advertisements are not noted 
for their veracity, when perlury in the 
courts has become commonplace, when the 
word of the politician and the diplomat is 
no longer trusted.” (Sermon on the Mount, 
p. 71.) 


IV. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and of the plate, but inside they 
are full of extortion and rapacity. You 
blind Pharisees! first cleanse the inside 
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of the cup and of the plate, that the 
outside also may be clean.” 

In these biting words, one of a series 
of woes pronounced upon the Pharisees, 
Jesus charges that the religious leaders 
of his day were scrupulous in fulfilling 
the ceremonial requirements as to the 
cleansing of their vessels, but were not 
disturbed by the fact that the foods served 
in these same vessels were wrongfully 
gained, the product of greed and unre- 
strained power. Let the content of the 
cup and dish be the fruit of honest indus- 
try and not of extortion, Jesus intimated, 
then your ceremonial cleansing of the ves- 
sels themselves will be real and acceptable 
to God. 

One of the greatest dangers that reli- 
gious people face in every age is the dan- 
ger of thinking that ritual acts or ob- 
servances of one sort or another are the 
marks of a religious man rather than 
one’s personal relations to God and his 
fellowman. Religious observances can 
never compensate for mistreatment of 
one’s fellowman or lack of concern for 
their physical needs. One aspect of this 
danger was treated in a recent editorial 
in this paper (“Threats to Constructive 
Action,” April 4, 1960). 


Vv. 


In Luke 9 :61-62 some requirements for 
true discipleship are revealed in Jesus’ 
dealing with three would-be followers. 
Psychology tells us there are two types 
of human will—the precipitate type, 
eager, active, impetuous; and the ob- 
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structed type, cautious, irresolute, en- 
tangled. If this distinction holds, the first 
man belongs to the first classification; the 
other two to the last. 

The first man was carried away by his 
enthusiasm. Without stopping to consid- 
er the implications of his act, he cried out, 
“Master, I will follow you wherever you 
go.” Jesus replied: ‘Foxes have holes 
and birds of the heaven have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” He was eager for men to avow 
their discipleship, but he did not wish 
them to follow him under any misunder- 
standing as to what it means. He tells 
this man to count the cost, and warns him 
that he must be willing to undergo hard- 
ship. What warning would he give to 
such a disciple today? 

The second man was willing to respond 
to Jesus’ invitation—after a while. 

“Lord, let me go and bury my father,” 
he said. The man’s father was still alive, 
or he would have been at the house and 
not with Jesus. The man meant that he 
could not follow Jesus while his parents 
were living. But then it would be too 
late. Jesus’ time was short. If the man 
was coming at all he must come now, and 
leave the care of his parents in the hands 
of those who were spiritually dead. There 
are many duties we owe to many people— 
but Jesus’ commands come first. “No tie, 
however tender, can be regarded as a 
sufficient cause for refusing to become a 
follower of Christ.” 

The third man said, I will follow you, 
Lord, but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home. Jesus’ reply makes it 
evident that the man was not yet fully 
committed to Christ—if he had returned 
to his home the probability is that he 
would have stayed. Bruce suggests that 
he is the type of man who always wants 
to do something in which he is himself 
specially interested before he addresses 
himself to the main duty to which he is 
called. The first case, he comments, is 
that of inconsiderate impulse; the second, 
that of conflicting duties, the third, that 
of a divided mind. 

How do these types of mind express 


themselves today? 
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BOOK NOTES 


Our April 4 reference to frequently 
used books in the St. Louis Public Li- 
brary included The History of the Chris- 
tian Church. This is the 8-volume work 
of Philip Schaff, first published in 1858, 
and revised by the author through 1890. 
It was published by Scribner’s. The 1950 
publication of the work was by Eerdmans. 








HOW HOME AND CHURCH CAN WORK 
TOGETHER. By Frederick W. Widmer. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va., 95 pp., $1.50, 
paper. 

This is a Cooperative Textbook for 
Leadership Education and is designed to 
help parents and church leaders see ways 
in which church and home may cooperate 
in the Christian nurture of growing per- 
sons. 

The church is to give the family in- 
spiration and guidance through worship 
and study. Parents are to make the home 
1 household for God in which they teach 
by attitude and example as well as by the 
use of words. Precept and example are 
inseparable. Religion is both caught and 
taught. 

Family worship includes grace before 
meals, singing hymns together, praying 
together, studying the Bible as a family, 
discussing Christian beliefs, attitudes and 
the church’s work, seeking guidance on 
family problems, listening together to re- 
ligious programs on radio and television, 
listening to recordings of sacred music, 
planning worship for special occasions, 
attending church together and the prac- 
tice of the stewardship of time, talents, 
and possessions. 

The check sheets included in the ap- 
pendix can be valuable aids to the church 
leader and the parents. 

C. Morton HANNA. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. 


THE BLIND SEER: George Matheson. By 
John Crew Tyler. Philosophical Library, New 
York. 175 pp., $4.75. 

It is said that for the Celt imagination 
is the eye of the soul. Dr. Tyler shows 
in this book that George Matheson was 
a true Celt! His apparent devotion to 
Christian mysticism (and I use this in 
the best Pauline sense) shines through 
Tyler’s biographical sketch of the man, 
and through his study of Matheson as 
preacher and poet (chapters 1, 5 and 6). 
Perhaps the reason Tyler is at his best in 
these chapters is that it is precisely in 
these areas that Matheson is at his best. 
Had we no extant lines from the “Blind 
” other than, “Make me a captive, 
Lord, and then I shall be free,’”’ his mem- 
ory would be lasting. 

The heart of the book (chapters 2-4) 
is not the heart of Matheson. His desire 
to relate theology to the situation in the 
late nineteenth century Scotland is com- 
mendable, to be sure. One needs to move 
from gospel to situation and situation to 
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gospel. But as a theologian Matheson 
leaves me cold. His “inclusiveness,” for 
example, strips Christianity of any 
uniqueness. 

“As regards non-Christian religions, 
Matheson believed that the supreme excel- 
lence of Christianity lies not in its exclu- 
sive supremacy, but in its recognition of 
the elements of truth which exist in every 
religion.” (p.47) 

It seems to me that there are two serious 
weaknesses in the book: (1) Dr. Tyler 
gives the reader ample description, but 
there is not enough careful analysis or 
evaluation of Matheson’s theology, and 
(2) while the book jacket declares the 
work to be “definitive,” I can hardly 
conceive of any standard work without 
footnotes. This lack I found annoying. 


RICHARD W. EVANs. 
Dubuque Theological Seminary. 


JESUS AND GOD’S NEW PEOPLE. By 
Howard Clark Kee. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. 92 pp., $1.50. 

The cordial reception given to the Lay- 
man’s Theological Library has prompted 
Westminster Press to offer a supplemen- 
tary series called Westminster Guides to 
the Bible. As part of this series, Profes- 
sor Kee of Drew deals with the four Gos- 
pels. 

Beginning with a discussion of faith 
and facts, the author outlines the New 
Testament faith as expressed in its prim- 
itive preaching, and he seeks to relate the 
relevance of this faith by offering some 
helpful notes on questions that trouble 
the modern reader—miracles, the devil, 
and the end of the world, and the resur- 
rection. Having illustrated the faith of 
the early church, the author describes the 
transition from oral tradition to written 
gospels, as this is suggested in the usual 
solution of four sources with Mark as 
the earliest written Gospel. The four 
succeeding chapters introduce us to the 
distinguishing characteristics of Mark 
(The Gospel of the Son of God), Mat- 
thew (The Gospel for the New People of 
God), Luke (The Gospel for Humanity), 
and John (The Gospel of Eternity). 

The book is readable, provocative, pop- 
ular. It aims to mediate the fruits of 
biblical scholarship to an informed laity. 
This reviewer wonders whether the vol- 
ume (and the series) can really accom- 
plish its purpose in such summary fash- 
ion. It stands between an introduction 
and a commentary. It raises commentary 
questions but must deal with these too 
hurriedly. For example, the question 
about the Lukan form of the Last Supper 
(p. 29) hardly does justice to the problem 
and ought either to be omitted or ampli- 
fied. Altogether, it would seem that the 
volume, however stimulating and lively, 
tries to do too much too quickly. 

JoHN FREDERICK JANSEN. 


Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Human Problems of the Minister. 
Daniel D. Walker. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$3.95. 

The Enduring Message of the Bible. L. 
Harold DeWolf. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$2.75. 

The Best of Charles E. Jefferson. Se- 
lected by Frederick K. Stamm. Thos. Y. 
Crowell Co., N. Y. $3.95. 

The Big Middle. (Play). Orlin R. Corey. 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. 50¢, 
paper. 

An Outline of Man’s Knowledge of the 
Modern World. Lyman Bryson, editor. Mc- 
Graw-Hill Book Co., N. Y. $7.50. 
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44. meditations for teen-agers 

im Meeting 
The 

Test 


by Walter L. Cook 


author of 
Meditations for Youth 


To help young people cope with 
the problems that face them, Mr. 
Cook has written forty-four de- 
votions that speak directly to the 
teen-ager and his situation. Each 
devotion has a verse of scripture 
as its theme, and each concludes 
with a prayer. 








Some of the Meditations: Tell 
Me Where the Goal Posts Are; 
When I Get Sore, Look Out; The 
Power to Stay with It; Just Why 
You Are Here; Proof That You 
Are a Strong Person. $1.75 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterain, U. S. 


Fernando Padilla from 
Texas, to 305 E. Church 
Texas. 

Preston P. Perkins, Jr. from Farmville, 
Va., to the Bott Memorial and Brunswick 
churches, McKenney, Va. 

Walter H. Pos from Bangor, Me., to 
Lake Hamilton, Fla. 

Robert D. Thom, Jr. from Wheelwright, 
Ky., to 6416 Bradley St., St. Louis 9, Mo. 

W. C. Smiley Williams from Tampa, 
Fla., to 260 E. Vermont Ave., Southern 
Pines, N. C. 

John M. Partridge, Jr., 1959 Union Semi- 
nary (Va.) graduate, is in Marshville, 
N. C., serving the Marshville and New 
Salem churches, Box 457. 

Lennart Pearson, Union Seminary (Va.) 
graduate 1959, is at Rt. 3, Winchester, 
Va. 

Ernest T. Severs, recently 
serves the Fishing Creek 
churches, Rt. 4, Chester, S. C. 

Ronald Reinhardt has been ordained 
and is pastor of the First church, Glas- 
gow, Ky. 

William H,. Magnusen has become pas- 
tor of the Jewell Valley, Va., church. 

C. W. Kimbrough was ordained last 
month and serves the Meadowbrook and 
West Greenville, N. C., churches, 209 
Church St., Greenville. 

Donald T. Hubbard, 1959 Columbia 
Seminary graduate, has become pastor of 
the First church, Lakeview Dr., Cullman, 
Ala. 

Glenn L. Hill, 1959 Union Seminary 
(Va.) graduate, is now pastor of the Weal 
and Matthews Memorial churches, Chat- 
ham, Va. 

Herbert H. Culler has been ordained by 
Winston-Salem Presbytery and is pastor 
at Jefferson, N. C., serving the 
Ebenezer, Peak Creek and Gap 
churches. 

Ben A. Carpenter from Elsa, Texas, to 
the First church, Alma, Ark. 

William S. Blanton, Jr. has become pas- 
tor of the Shuqualak church, Scooba, 
Miss. 


San Benito, 
St., Victoria, 


ordained, 
and Uriel 


also 
Low 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Robert E. Bell, Jr., from Pittsburgh, 
Pa., to 8060 Lincoln Rd., Verona, Pa. 

John L. McGeoch from Nunda, N. Y., to 
Rt. 2, Cambridge, N. Y. 

Paul R. Moon from Hager City, Wisc., 
to Valley, Nebr. 

Primitivo M. Acosta has retired from 
the active pastorate after serving as 
minister of Emmanuel church, La Verne, 
Calif. 

C. Edwin Houck from Wyncote, Pa., to 
the Glendale, Calif., church. 

Kenneth B. McCandless from Geneva, 
Ill. to the Claremont, Calif., church. 

William C. Loper from Los Angeles, 
Calif., to the San Juan Capistrano, Calif., 
community church. 

Max E. Greenlee from Taft, Calif., to 
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COLLEGE 
Coeducational, liberal arts col- 
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Box 387, St. Petersburg 31, Fia 
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the Wilshire Crest church, 5211 W. Olym- 
pic Blvd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 

Charles H. Dierenfield from St. Paul, 
Minn., to the St. Andrews church, New- 
port Beach, Calif. 

Frederick J. Moore from San Luis 
Obispo, Calif., to assistant pastor of Cal- 
vary church, Wilmington, Calif. 

Robert H. Rhinehart from Crestline, 
Calif., to assistant pastor of the North 
Hollywood, Calif., Trinity church. 

Stanton E. McClenny from Gervais, 
Oreg., to the Bigfork and Effie, Minn., 
churches. 

David Davids from 
to the Kenwood 
Rapids, lowa. 
BLOOMFIELD SEMINARY 

Theodore A. Rath, executive of the 
United Presbyterian Synod of New Jer- 
sey, will become president of Bloomfield 
(N.J.) College and Seminary, effective 
Aug. 1. Lester H. Clee of Princeton, N. J., 
has served as interim president since 
last September. 

U.T.S. INAUGURATION 

Inaugural ceremonies for two profes- 
sors have been announced for 10 a.m., 
April 20 at Union Seminary in Virginia. 
James Luther Mays, professor of Biblical 
studies, will speak on “Exegesis as a 
Theological Discipline.” John Haddon 
Leith, professor of historical theology, 
has announced for his address. “The 
Significance of Historical Theology in 
the Education of Ministers.” That eve- 
ning at 8 p.m. the first of the annual bib- 
liographical lectures will be delivered by 
John Kelman Sutherland Reid of the Uni- 
versity of Leeds (England) on “Currents 
of Theological Thought in Great Britain.” 
Dr. Reid is the Stone Lecturer at Prince- 
ton University this year. 

TRAVEL 

Frank A. Brown, Norfolk, Va., retired 
missionary to China, will visit his sons 
in Korea and Japan during the summer. 
MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

Korea: the Robert E. Hoffmans. 

INDIA: the John E. Wallaces, 1000 El 
Medio, Pacific Palisades, Calif. 

Ecypt: the Milton H. Thompsons, 170 
S. Marengo Ave., Pasadena 5, Calif. 


Marshall, 
Park church, 


Minn., 
Cedar 


CAMPUS SPEAKER 

W. Jack Lewis of the Christian Faith 
and Life Community, Austin, Texas, 
spoke to the students of Southwestern at 
Memphis during their spring program of 
religious evaluation on “The Role of Lay- 
men in the Church and the World.” 





OCCIDENTAL 
COLLEGE 


IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 


ArtTHuR G. Coons, President 


One of America’s leading institutions of 
liberal arts and sciences in the tradition 
of the small church-related college. With 
exceptionally high academic standards in 
the context of a Christian emphasis, Occi- 
dental is a co-educational institution grant- 
ing B.A. and M.A. degrees, including 
teaching credentials. With an enrollment 
of 1350 and a faculty of 120, the college 
provides individual attention conducive to 
the full development of the individual. 
Beautiful 120 acre campus in a convenient 
and desirable location. 
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Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., Dean 
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For 1960-61 
Write for information 














Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees. 


ground. 


work of Christian Education. 
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CHARLOTTE 8, NORTH CAROLINA 
Nearly a Century of Service to the Community, Church, and Nation 


An Accredited Co-Educational College of Liberal Arts offering the Bachelor of 


A variety of courses from which to choose in preparing for teach- 
ing, social service, dental school, medical school, law, theology, 
graduate school, or for the developing of a general cultural back- 
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